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one use, which is to convey some 
piece of i'nibrination. I must ac- 
knowledge the impropriety of the 
word " learning" as applied exclu- 
sively to linguists, being of opi- 
nion, that learning does not consist 
in language, but in a knowledge of 
things to which language gives 
names ; and though I am aware of 
many uses to Which language can 
be applied, yet I am of opinion, 
that its principal use is either di- 
rectly or indirectly to communi- 
cate knowledge, and that it can- 
not be said to be usefully applied, 
in writing, for any other purpose. 

It is really not easy for plain peo- 
ple to guess the motive which can 
induce men of common sense to 
write in a language which tliey 
know cannot be understood by 
the greater part of those whom 
they address. 1 do not mean 
that the English language should 
be degraded by levelling it to the 
capacity of all, eveta if it were prac- 
ticable to do so. No : I would re- 
commend to have it written in the 
purest style of which the writer is 
capable, because there is no person 
who can read English, but may 
also have the means of understand- 
ing every word of what is written. 
The reverse of this is true in the 
case of quoting from the dead lan- 
guages. There are but a small 
number, comparatively speaking, 
who attempt to learn those lan- 
guages, and of these a very tl-w 
indeed who attain such proficiency, 
as to be able to appreciate the 
" morsels." Is it not improper,, 
therefore, to tantalize the general 
mass of readers, merely for sake 
of gratifying a few ? 

" Dion" justly observes, that we 
have been indebted to the Greek 
and Latin languages for nmch use- 
ful knowledge; but now that we 
are in possession, through the me- 
dium of translations, of all that 



they can convey, I see no good 
reason for retaining them. The 
fact is, they are long ago acknow- 
ledged to be dead, and I- think it 
would be decent and becoming in 
their friends to allow them to be 
quietly buried, and not expose their 
mangled remains in quotations for 
Magazines, mottos for coats of 
arms, and labels for the furniture 
of Apothecaries shops. 

I think our friend " Dion" might 
have produced a strong argument 
for the subject he so earnestly ad- 
vocates, and which would not faaye 
differed in kind, but only in degree, 
from the using of quotations. He 
might have written his communica- 
tion in Greek, or Latin, or both, 
and have taken an opportunity, at 
the same time, of introducing a se- 
lection of untranslatable quotations. 
This would have set the utility of 
unknown tongues in a striking 
point of view. How extremely 
pleasing, useful, and entertaining 
would his communication then have 
been to your readers, and it would 
have been handed down to poste- 
rity, in your Magazine, as a mo- 
nument of the excellency and use- 
fulness of Classical knowledge. 

m Oct. L. 

7* iht Pr^rutors of the Stlfatt Jifagazuu. 

Gentlemen, 

IN your Magazine for August 
last, your correspondent N.S. 
appears greatly to regret that the 
liberal inhabitants of Dublin should 
have taken up the resolution of re- 
fraining to deal with Orangemen. 
As sincerely as he does, do I de- 
precate the idea of the friends of 
civil and religious liberty taking 
any steps which would be deroga- 
tory to themselves, or unbecoming 
the dignity of the cause which they 
espouse. I also recummeud a 
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peaceable and dignified mode of 
conduct exactly the reverse, in e- 
vei-y respect, of that pursued by 
the intolerant faction complained 
of, and which is now exerting all 
its efforts to find its way into the 
sister country, in order that the 
demon of discord, which has been 
so ruinous to the best interests of 
Ireland, may have the whole range 
of the united empire for a theatre 
upon which to act. 

I do not by any means recom- 
mend measures of revenge, or of 
retaliation, as such are beneath the 
true spirit of philanthropy, and 
would only add to the unhappy 
scenes which have so repeatedly 
disgraced our country ; yet averse 
as I am to all unworthy attempts at 
redress, I cannot perceive that 
" rancour and asperity," or that 
spirit of revenge in the resolution 
alluded to, which is recognized, 
and so warmly ipveighed against by 
N.S. ; nor can I see any thing in 
it but merely the natural conse- 
quences which might be expected 
to flow from the conduct of Orange- 
men since the origin of the institu- 
tion ; and what, I think, upon the 
principles of common sense and the 
common feelings of humanity, may 
be fairly defended. 

A certain get of men have set 
themselves forward for the purpose 
of decrying the merits, and malign- 
ing the characters of those who are 
possessed of more virtue than them- 
selves, and also for using their ut- 
most exertions to prevent a very 
large proportion of the population 
of the country from obtaining those 
rights and privileges to which, by 
God and nature, they are justly en- 
titled. Rights and privileges of 
which they have been bereft m the 
most unjust, the most ungenerous, 
and the most unmerited manner, and 
not content with keeping from them 
what is their due, if common fame 



is to be credited, they are associ- 
ated under the bonds of secret oatlis 
for purposes of extermination, and 
their frequent acts of aggression 
justifies us in the opinion that those 
principles are not merely problema- 
tical ; the tree being known by its 
fruit. 

When those circumstances are 
known and adverted to, it becomes 
astonishing that they were not long 
ago productive of such a resolution, 
and that it has not pervaded tne 
whole country. It may be well 
quoted as a strong proof of the for- 
giving temper of the Irish Catholics, 
which can scarcely obtain credit in 
a foreign country. Persecution we 
would naturally suppose would be 
the means of drawing the bonds ef 
union the tighter on the body per- 
secuted, but in this case wa have 
an instance to the contrary, and we 
find an association for upwards of 
twenty years carrying on a most 
bitter persecution against the Ca- 
tholic body, yet have the members 
of that association been dealt with, 
and encouraged in trade by that 
body whose utter extinction they 
have sworn. 

That it is nothing more than 
common justice to withdraw such 
support, that it is highly imprudent 
for the Catholic body to continue 
it, and that it may be withdrawn 
without the violation of any moral 
duty, is the object of the following re- 
marks, which I hope will prove^ my 
position to the satisfaction of the 
most morally scrupulous, or even 
the most fastidious of your readers ; 
and that when N.S. re-considers the 
subject, he will perceive neither re- 
venge nor tyranny in the Catholics 
Wi^iidrawing their support from 
their enemies, and throwing all the 
advantages into the hands of their 
friends. 

As well might the inhabitants of 
a town during a siege, supply th^ 
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besieging army with ammunition to 
batter its walls, as the Catholics 
of Ireland give encouragement in 
trade to die Orangemen ; they are 
at opeii and avowed enmity with 
the claims of the Catholics, an^ all 
their interest and influence is direct- 
ed against them. As they obtain 
property their influence is aug- 
mented, therefore in the same ratio 
as they are encouraged and sup- 
ported in trade by the Catholics, 
who are the great body of the peo- 
ple, does their opposition to the 
Catholic claims become strong and 
powerful. 

Men in general are slaves to their 
pecuniary interests, and no body of 
meu appear to be more actuated by 
selfish motives than Orangemen : 
in almost all cases it may upon ex- 
amination be discovered, that the 
hope of improving their fortunes by 
various means is the main spring 
of the association. Among the 
lower classes of thera it is evident 
that the hope of plunder is the prin- 
cipal iaducement ; and those of the 
higher rank, it may be observed, 
always look up to those persons 
who may have the distribution of the 
loaves and fishes, and to whom they 
wish to recommend themselves. 
On the strictest investigation I am 
convinced that in nine cases out of 
ten, that interest, darling interest 
is the prime motive for men becom- 
ing Orangemen. If, therefore, it 
would appear to them that by per- 
severing in the Orange cause their 
interest would be sacrificed, and 
that they would be reduced merely 
to such support in their trade as 
they could have from those of their 
own cast, the case would be materi- 
ally altered, and they would be? as 
anxious to wipe away the stain 
from their characters, as ever tliey 
were assiduous in the cause of 
Orangism. 

Individual cases of this nature 



have come within the scan of my 
own knowledge, where men who 
had been active Orangemen when 
they found it clash with their pecu- 
niary interests, ia the most earnest 
manner have declared that they ne- 
ver had been Orangemen ; and o- 
thers who could not deny the fact, 
have said that they regretted they 
ever had been of the party, that 
they now saw the folly and the wick- 
edness of it, and that they w^uld 
no longer be concerned. 

Since then we find that lucre is 
the principal object in view, and 
that they are Orangemen for pur- 
poses of emolument, more than for 
any nioral purposes, the most 
effectual mode of crushing tlie in- 
stitution, is, by every person who 
is not an Orangeman, ceasing to 
have any connexion with them in 
trade : let this become a general 
resolution, and they will soon lower 
their tone, they will quickly become 
as subservient to tlie people whom 
they have hitherto persecuted, as 
they were formerly tyrannical and 
overbearing to thera, and from be- 
ing riotous disturbers of the public 
peace, they will become quiet and 
harmless as lambs. For were they 
to find their shops and warehouses 
passed by, and deserted by ail but 
those of their own faction, neces- 
sity would bring tiiem to what they 
never could be brought by reason 
and justice ; they would not then 
volunteer in signing Anti-Catholic 
petitiens, they would then readily 
give up their insulting processions, 
and cease to wear the colours, or 
march under the banner of blood 
and intolerance. Their reason would 
then be convinced through tlie 
medium of their pockets, and more 
would be done towards restoring 
peace and concord to the country, 
by the wide extension af this reso- 
lution, than ever will or can be done 
by writing essays, preaching ser- 
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mons, or petitioning the Legisla- 
ture. 

Every line I write. I am the more 
strengthened in opposition to the 
reasoning of N.S. : and giving him 
full credit for the purity of his in- 
tentions, of which I entertain not 
the smallest doubt, yet so far from 
endeavouring to repress' the spirit 
of the people in that respect, I do 
conceive it to be the only alternative 
left them to bring the Orangemen 
to a sense of justice and right reason. 
It is therefore with uplifted hands 
I would implore the people, so far 
to consult their own interest, and 
that of the nation at large, as to 
make the experiment. Let it be- 
come general in every town, village, 
and district in the kingdom, and in 
twelve months, 1 may venture to 
assert, that greater progress will 
be made towards national unani- 
mity, peace, and concord, than 
will be accomplished, by any other 
means, in seven years. 

N.S. says, " give no cause for 
your enemies to triumph, or for 
any to say you only want the pow- 
er to become as tyrannical as they 
are." Now I really cannot perceive 
where any degree of tyranny could 
be exercised by Catholics refusing 
to deal with Orangemen. Tyranny, 
in ray mind, is to be iijiderstood as 
the undue and unjust exercise of 
ppwer over those who have it not in 
their power to repel ; but this term 
can, by no means, be applied to Ca- 
tholics having no connexion in trade 
with Orangemen : the resolution 
may become reciprocal ; Orange- 
men may refuse to deal with Catho- 
lics, or with any but such as are of 
their own body : they are left at 
perfect liberty to act as they please 
m that respect, no restraint is at- 
tempted ov(;r them or their conduct, 
nor is there any force intended 
to be used, to oblige them to do 
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any thing contrary to their wishes* 
They have raised a partition-wall, 
over or behind which they will not 
allow Catholics to come ; why then 
should they take it ill that such 
partition should be considered by 
Catholics as a sacred boundary, 
over which they will not pass on 
any account ; and since Orangemen 
deny them the benefits of the Con- 
stitution, they have no right to be 
offended if Catholics deny them the 
benefits of their trade. 

Catholics, by refusing to deal 
with Orangemen, exercise no 
tyranny over them, they sim- 
ply say, we will not give that 
encouragement to our enemies, 
which is so justly due to our friends, 
we will not hug in our bosoms the 
serpent that will sting us to death, 
but we will avoid him, by passing 
him silently by at a distance; by 
treating him in this manner, we 
satisfy no revengeful disposition, 
we exercise no act of tyranny over 
him, but we simply do our duty to 
ourselves and to our friends : by 
withdrawing our support from those 
who are our sworn persecutors, we 
exercise no injustice towards them, 
but merely refrain from furnishing 
them with the means of further an* 
noying us: and when Orangemen 
come to a proper sense of their 
evil conduct towards us, and bring 
forth fruit meet for repentance, we 
will not fail to take them again 
into our confidence, and they shall 
have a share of our support, but 
until tliat time arrives, they must ex- 
cuse us if we give tlie preference to 
those of similar sentiments with our- 
selves. In pursuing this line of con- 
duct, we violate no moral duty," we 
deprive no man of his rights, nor do 
we act otherwise than the nature 
of the case imperiously demands of 
us, purely and completely on tlie 
defensive. Nor can Orangemen, 
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with any degree of consistency, 
complain tliat they are not support- 
ed by those whom they are sworn 
to destroy, for from such people 
they could have no rational hope of 
support. 

From the warm and patriotic spi- 
rit which breathes through the es- 
say written by N.S., I have no doubt 
liut that he is so much of an Irish- 
man, as not to impugn the' resolu- 
tion of consuming as much of Irish 
manufecture as possible, and that 
for the stepmother-like conduct of 
England towards Ireland for many 
centuries, such a measure is strictly 
consonant to the pr-inciples of jus- 
tice and prudence a measure in 
fact which is well-deserving the ap- 
probation of every true friend to his 
country, and which should be act- 
ed upon with the most scrupulous 
exactness. Now in my mind this 
is case in point, and extremely par- 
allel to the measure we have been 
treating of. If the resolution of re- 
jecting English manufacture be jus- 
tifiable on the principles of wisdom 
and sound policy, the resolution not to 
deal with Orangemen is equally justi- 
fiable; the internal peace of the coun- 
try, so much depending on it, ren- 
ders it of mucli more vital impor- 
tance. 

N.S. recommends a quiet and 
peaceable behaviour to the perse- 
cuted b(;dy, and " to nmnifest by 
their conduct that they are superior 
in their views to any thing held forth 
by the Orangemen." Most cordial- 
ly do I join with him in such a re- 
commendation, iuid ss one peaceful 
and most effective measure, I would 
earnestly advise the adoption of this 
resolution, it cannot be productive 
of any violauon of tb.e public peace. 
It would be onij sii!;i!ar to the em- 
bargo laid on by the American go- 
veim: :f;nt for the purpose of pre- 
cluding the necessity of going to 
war, which I have no doubt the 



thmking part of that people would 
wish had been persevered in, rather 
than have embarked in a war. If the 
Orangemeii con>pi;:in of this em- 
bargo laid upon their trade, they 
have themselves only to blame for 
the cause ; and they have only to 
alter their conduct, and things will 
flow in their accustomed channel. 
Let them cease their hostilities a- 
gainst their neighbours, and sink 
the title of Orange into that of Irish 
man, let them show by their con- 
duct that they consider they have 
a country, and let them not act as 
though they were a band of robbers 
who had entered it by force of 
arms, and retained the possession 
by right of conquest ; let them lay 
aside their party colours, and dis- 
continue their boyish, but insulting 
processions, and conciliate the es- 
teem and the affections of a virtuous 
and forgiving people, and peace, 
harmony and concord will speedily 
follow. But in order to bring 
Orangemen to a proper sense of 
their duty, a strong measure like 
what has been recommended, is 
absolutely necessai y, and to enforce 
it on the minds of Catholics, I can- 
not at parting conclude better than 
by the finishing sentence of' N.S. 
"Suffer not a principle of fear 
which frequently assumes the name 
of caution so to operate, as to pre- 
vent a tlmrough search into a right 
knowledge and steady assertion of 
tlie claims of independence." 
1 am, gentlemen, &c. 

Theocritus. 
October Sth, 1813. 



Tc lie IPttfriitoTi oj the JSelfatt jMagaziiie, 

Gentlemen, 

NOl HIKG but the purest regard 
for the reputation of .the Synod 
of Ulster, could excite in me a de- 
sire at this important crisis of public 



